
 

Subject: Photography Course/Year Group: GCSE 10 Topic: Abstraction + Personal Project choice 

 

Powerful Knowledge: 
What content must they know? 

Threshold Concepts: 
What big ideas must they understand? 

Fundamental Skills: 
How will they develop understanding? 

● How to understand the meaning of ‘abstract’ 
in the context of photography? 

● How to understand the Formal Elements in 
photography 

● How to make and experiment with 
photograms in the darkroom 

● How to create a duotone in Photoshop from 
a scanned photogram 

● How to conduct strategic research about 
photographers’ work 

● How to explore and analyse one 
photographer’s work in detail (Saul Leiter) 

● How to get the most from a gallery visit and 
photo shoot on location 

● How to select, edit and prepare photographs 
for exhibition 

● How to select, research and respond to a 
chosen topic 

● How to work independently and with 
self-motivation, managing time and 
resources appropriately 

#1: Photography has many genres; 
some old, some borrowed, some new 
 
#2: Photography is the capturing of light; 
a camera is optional 
 
#4: Photography is an art of selection 
rather than invention 
 
#5: Photographs are abstractions 
shaped by technology 
 
#7: Photographs are not fixed in 
meaning; context is everything 

PHOTOGRAPHIC 
● Use the digital darkroom - how to use a variety of applications to edit and 

manipulate digital images 
● Use manual and digital cameras and other image capturing devices e.g. 

scanners, photocopiers, handheld devices 
 
INTELLECTUAL 
● Conduct strategic research, using a range of primary and secondary 

sources - books, galleries, cameras, Internet etc. - in order to develop 
critical understanding of photography. 

● Develop and employ appropriate subject specific vocabulary. Use this 
vocabulary to articulate in speech and in writing critical understanding. 

● Document learning imaginatively on ePortfolio sites. 
 
HABITS of MIND 
● PERSISTENT 

Sticking with difficulty  by embracing risk, chance and failure as an 
important part of the process. 

● DISCIPLINED 
Crafting & improving  work through a structured process of refinement and 
development. 
Reflecting critically  on the work of other photographers and one’s own 
images and ways of working. 

● IMAGINATIVE 
Using intuition  to find and solve problems, trusting in one’s instincts. 
Making connections  with ideas and artists/photographers to understand 
and join a community of practice 

 

Literacy Focus: 
● Learning and using a range of subject specific vocabulary 
● Proof-reading and correcting written work on students’ own websites 
● Writing and talking engagingly about own and others’ photography in 

response to prompts and questions 
● Learning how to ‘read’ images and become photo-literate 

Numeracy Focus: 
● Mental calculation of proportions of liquids when mixing chemicals in the 

darkroom 
● Understanding dimensions in pixels when working with digital images 
● Understanding aperture settings (ratios) and shutter speeds (fractions) 
● Understanding and applying the Rule of Thirds 

 

http://www.photopedagogy.com/threshold-concept-1.html
http://www.photopedagogy.com/threshold-concept-1.html
http://www.photopedagogy.com/threshold-concept-2.html
http://www.photopedagogy.com/threshold-concept-2.html
http://www.photopedagogy.com/threshold-concept-4.html
http://www.photopedagogy.com/threshold-concept-4.html
http://www.photopedagogy.com/threshold-concept-5.html
http://www.photopedagogy.com/threshold-concept-5.html
http://www.photopedagogy.com/threshold-concept-7.html
http://www.photopedagogy.com/threshold-concept-7.html


Calendar Pedagogy (intentions, structure of lesson, activities, AfL, resources etc.) Habits of Mind Home Learning Notes 
Week 1:  
5 - 9 Sept 

Abstraction 
Starter: 
Share Paul Strand image on board. Brief discussion. 
 
Introduce new theme: Abstraction. What does the word abstract  mean? On a 
Post It note, with a partner, write a simple definition of the word ‘abstract’. 
 
Hand out Paul Strand worksheet and talk through the instructions. These will be 
scanned and put on your websites so important to write neatly and clearly. Discuss 
responses. 

 
 

Review learning from previous lesson - definitions of abstraction, tonal drawings 
and answers to questions about Strand image. What do we mean by abstract ? 
 
● Complete drawing and the answers to the questions on the sheet. Go through 

questions again. Emphasise importance of refining answers. Check 
spellings etc. Demo how to use the scanner. Everyone scans and uploads 
their sheets to Weebly during the lesson. 

● Using the Canon Bridge cameras take a series abstract pictures of the school 
concentrating on the Formal Elements e.g. texture, line, shape etc. 

● On Weebly, make a new page entitled Personal Project - Abstraction . 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 
 

 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-NUWxraB6F3E/Tez6RlB0qsI/AAAAAAAADT8/PnFz_0v-eBU/s1600/Paul_Strand_257103_strandporchshadows.jpg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6Q7E_mFLXm_VjZUQnFUazBDNzQ/view


Show this page as an example. 
 

1. Students add definition of abstraction at the top - what’s the official 
definition? How are they similar/different? 

2. Students create a Gallery of their pictures from today’s lesson. 
3. Students add the Formal Elements and definitions 

 
Introduce Extended learning enquiry: Research, design and make a photobook 
of your abstract photographs. Set up sub page (under Abstraction) for photobook 
progress E.g. galleries of images, research etc. 
(14 weeks) 
 

Week 2:  
12 - 16 
Sept 

Abstraction 

 
Share list of Formal Elements. Knowing these will help students make more 
interesting abstract photographs. Explain. Share this image. Which Formal 
Elements are most important? What about this one? 
 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 

http://mrngcsephotography.weebly.com/personal-project-5-abstraction.html
http://mrngcsephotography.weebly.com/personal-project-5-abstraction.html
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nSnHEINKbw2t8Ks1UR_LF7R4BgqF2T_c6Tmgegg4lKU/edit#gid=867700278
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/1991.1212
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/1991.1212
http://www.geh.org/fm/Amico99/HTMLSRC2/m198121630004_ful.html#topofimage


  
 
Students copy list of Formal Elements to websites. Take care with double column. 
Demo. Students choose two examples of abstract photographs and explain 
which formal elements are most important. 
 
Make another set of abstract photographs (using the Bridge cameras) 
concentrating on ONE of the formal elements. Upload to Weebly and explain 
which element they were concentrating on and which image(s) have worked best. 
 

Week 3:  
19 - 23 
Sept 

Abstraction 
 
Make sure students are up to date with all tasks so far and that websites represent 
high standard work. Better to alter things now rather than wait until we’ve done lots 
more work. 

● Detailed evaluations using subject specific terminology 
● Correct SPG (e.g. lower case “i”) 
● Explaining, rather than just describing 

 
Quick demo on table of techniques for creating abstract photograms E.g. 
orientation of objects, making sure objects touch the paper, layering and 
overlapping shapes, mixing different opacities, moving objects during exposure 
etc. 
 
A group of 8 students works in the darkroom. Create at least 2 photograms, 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 



refining and developing technique. 
 
Rest of the class set up Photogram section on their websites (Abstraction page): 

● explanation and research 
● gallery of examples 
● detailed analysis of favourite photogram using Formal Elements language 

 

Playing with possibilities 

Week 4:  
26 - 30 
Sept 

Abstraction 
 
Share photograms from last lesson. Which ones have worked well and why? What 
makes a great photogram? Look again at the examples on my website. 
Main activities: 

● Students who didn’t get to visit the darkroom last week go first this week 
and make two or more photograms 

● Remaining students continue to research, explain and evaluate what 
they’ve done so far 

● If there is time, those with excellent ideas for developing better 
photograms get to visit the darkroom to experiment on a larger scale 

 
Review progress on Extended learning enquiries. Look at some example 
research web pages. Praise good progress. Suggest ways for others to 
demonstrate progress. 
 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 

Week 5:  
3 - 7 Oct 

Abstraction 
 
List 3 ideas for improving the quality of your photograms (Post It note). 
 
Explain plan for working in the darkroom: 

1. only 5 people at a time 
2. work independently with one person ‘in charge’ 
3. person ‘in charge’ monitors behaviour, health & safety, noise levels, use of 

paper etc. 
4. any nonsense = instantly removed and next group takes over 
5. make no more than 4 images in each session 
6. teacher to stay in classroom 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 

http://tallisgcsephotography.weebly.com/10cpg1-photograms-sept-2015.html
http://tallisgcsephotography.weebly.com/abstraction.html


 
Continue to experiment with photograms in the darkroom - abstract geometric 
shapes (bits of card and paper?) 
 

Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 6: 
10 - 14 
Oct 

Abstraction 
 
Demo creation of Cut-up Photogram and share resulting images. 
 

 
 
● Students create Cut-up Photogram. Experiment with a variety of ways to 

re-arrange and combine smaller pieces. 
● In small groups, make new Photograms from cut-up collage. Experiment with 

enlarger settings, timing and application of developer. 
● Continue to research and update website, explaining process. 

 
Review progress of Extended learning enquiries. 
 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 

Week 7:  
17 - 21 Oct 
followed by 
half term  

Abstraction 
 
Share display board with process images and final Duotone print. What is a 
duotone? 
 

● Demo how to create a Duotone in Photoshop. 
● Students attempt to create their own Duotones using scanned images of 

own photograms cut-ups 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 



● Students continue to document learning, process and products so far. 
 
Review expected progress on Extended learning enquiry abstraction 
photobooks E.g. several photoshoots completed. Research begun on printing and 
bookmaking methods. 
 

Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 8:  
31 Oct - 4 
Nov 
 

Abstraction 
 
Students lay out and complete display board for photograms and duotones final 
images suitable for exhibition. Make sure all work is documented successfully on 
websites with a final evaluation. Photograph all final boards. 

 
Remind students about ongoing Extended learning enquiry. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 

Week 9:  
7 - 11 Nov 

Abstraction 
 
Explain shift this half term away from darkroom based abstractions to camera 
based abstraction. Need to explore the work of some photographers who have 
been interested in using their cameras to do more than simply document reality. 
What do we mean by abstraction? Are all photographs more or less abstract? 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 



What might I do as a photographer to increase the level of abstraction in an 
image? 
 
Students research the work of at least three photographers who are interested in 
abstraction. Select from those suggested on website. 

http://tallisgcsephotography.weebly.com/abstraction.html 

Jaromir Funke, Uta Barth, Harry Callahan, Ralph Eugene Meatyard, Ernst Haas, 
Aaron Siskind, Keld Helmer Petersen, Alfred Stieglitz.  

Students should: 

1. Create a gallery that shows photographer’s interest in abstraction 
2. Write a few sentences explaining what interests them about the 

photographer’s work - how it is abstract, the Formal Elements they have 
explored, the way they have used the camera etc. 

3. Choose ONE of the photographs to write about in more detail using the 
following guide: 

http://tallisphotography.weebly.com/blooms-taxonomy.html 

Make sure all members of the class have a completed display board of their 
photograms/duotones. 

Remind students about ongoing Extended learning enquiry and expectation to 
document progress on dedicated web page. Share a good example. 

Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 10:  
14 - 18 Nov 

Abstraction 
 

● Continue research about 3 photographers and abstraction. Document on 
websites. 

● Take a set of images inspired by one or more of your chosen 
photographers 

● Experiment with different lenses and techniques (e.g. motion blur) 
● Edit images you already have and screen grab the process E.g. 

conversion to black and white, increasing contrast (Levels adjustment) or 
noise (grain), experimenting with Curves, cropping to alter composition 
etc. 

 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 

http://tallisgcsephotography.weebly.com/abstraction.html
http://tallisphotography.weebly.com/blooms-taxonomy.html


Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 11:  
21 - 25 Nov 

Abstraction 
 
Write a set of instructions for taking abstract photographs in the style of ONE of 
the photographers you have been researching. 
E.g. 
How to make a photograph like Ralph Eugene Meatyard 
1. Think about the following Formal Elements - light, line, focus, tone 
2. Choose a camera that will produce a square image 
3. Photograph in black and white 
4. Look for an ordinary subject (e.g. an old wall or a tree without leaves) 
5. Make sure you subject fills most of the frame 
6. Think carefully about the edges of your composition 
7. Either focus on a tiny fragment of the subject or move your camera during the 

exposure 
8. Make sure your image is high in contrast 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 

Week 12:  
28 Nov - 2 
Dec 
 

Abstraction 
 
Controlled assessment (10 hours). 
 
Students complete the research, design and manufacture of their photobooks 
featuring a set of abstract photographs, some of which must have been created 
outside school. 
 
The photobooks can be in any format, handmade or professionally printed. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 



Week 13:  
5 - 9 Dec 

Abstraction 
 
Controlled assessment (10 hours). 
 
Students complete the research, design and manufacture of their photobooks 
featuring a set of abstract photographs, some of which must have been created 
outside school. 
 
The photobooks can be in any format, handmade or professionally printed. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 

Week 14:  
12 - 16 Dec  

Abstraction 
 
Controlled assessment (10 hours). 
 
Students complete the research, design and manufacture of their photobooks 
featuring a set of abstract photographs, some of which must have been created 
outside school. 
 
The photobooks can be in any format, handmade or professionally printed. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 
photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

 

Week 15:  
19 - 22 Dec 
followed by 

Abstraction 
 
Completion of controlled assessment (10 hours). 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 

Extended learning 
enquiry: Research, 
design and make a 

 



Xmas  
Students complete the research, design and manufacture of their photobooks 
featuring a set of abstract photographs, some of which must have been created 
outside school. 
 
The photobooks can be in any format, handmade or professionally printed. 

Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

photobook of your 
abstract images.  
(14 weeks) 

Week 16:  
3 - 6 Jan  

Begin Saul Leiter mini project. 
Briefly discuss Threshold Concepts and how two of them (#4 and #5) relate 
specifically to Saul Leiter project. 
 
Share example images by Saul Leiter (Gallery on website). What can we tell about 
his way of looking at the world? 
 

● Students make a list of at least 5 characteristics (typical things) that define 
Leiter's photographs (Tip: think about the Formal Elements. Also, what do 
you see that's similar in three or more of these pictures?) 

● Students add a gallery of Leiter photographs to websites, making sure 
they are at least 800 pixels wide. 

● Students choose their favourite Leiter photograph and place it above or 
next to a block of text. They write a more detailed analysis of the 
photograph using the following prompts: 

1. Why did you choose this image in particular? 
2. What is surprising or unusual about this photograph? 
3. Look carefully and choose ONE of the Formal Elements that you 

think is important photograph in the photograph (E.g. Focus, 
Light, Line, Repetition, Shape, Space, Texture, Value/Tone).  

4. Describe why you think it is important (2 or 3 sentences)  
5. In what ways are Saul Leiter's photographs abstract? 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 
photographs as 
illustrations. 

 

http://tallisgcsephotography.weebly.com/threshold-concepts.html
http://tallisgcsephotography.weebly.com/abstraction.html


 
Students find a quotation by Saul Leiter and use the Block Quote widget to add 
it to their websites. Explain why they chose the particular quotation and how it 
helps to understand the photographer's work.  
 

 
 
* Organise trip to Photographers’ Gallery (or similar). 

Week 17:  
9 - 13 Jan 
 

Abstraction 
 
Saul Leiter’s compositions 
 
Using Google Documents or a Desktop Publishing programme (like Pages on the 
Mac), students analyse the compositions in Saul Leiter's photographs.  
 
Demo how to do this. 
 
They draw lines on one or two of his images to indicate how he divides up the 
picture space. See examples on the website. What do students notice? When 
students next make pictures influenced by Saul Leiter, they should think carefully 
about lines and shapes in the same way he does. 
 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 
photographs as 
illustrations. 

 



 

Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 18:  
16 - 20 Jan  

Abstraction 
 
Saul Leiter’s influences 
 

● Create a Gallery of Saul Leiter's paintings. Students choose their 
favourite images. 

● They select one of his photographs and one of his paintings that they 
think are similar in some way - use of colour, composition, lines, patterns 
etc. Place them side by side on their web pages. 

● Students write a short paragraph or a few bullet points explaining the 
similarities and differences between the two images. Example on website. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 
photographs as 
illustrations. 

 



 

Week 19:  
23 - 27 Jan 

Abstraction 
 
Painting Saul Leiter 
 
Sometimes the best way to understand how a photograph works, especially one 
like Saul Leiter's, is by drawing and/or painting it.  
 

● Using an A5 piece of cartridge paper and watercolours, students create a 
small painting that represents one of Saul Leiter's photographs.  

● Once finished they photograph or scan their painting and display them 
side by side on their website.  

 
They might want to try this several times. Remember, the painting will be abstract. 
There is no need to make it look like the photograph exactly. The idea is to look 
hard at the same photograph for a long period of time thinking about the 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 
photographs as 
illustrations. 

 



Formal Elements and trying to translate colours, tones, lines, patterns etc. in 
paint.  
 
Underneath both images students write a short paragraph about the experience of 
making their painting and what they may have learned about the photograph in the 
process. 

 
 

Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 20:  
30 Jan - 3 
Feb  

Abstraction 
 
Views through glass 
 
Students create a sequence of photographs of views through glass (thinking about 
Leiter’s use of reflections, distortions, light, colour, translucency and opacity etc.) 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 

 



 
Resulting image sets are uploaded as Galleries and evaluated (WWW/EBI) 
 
Reminder about Extended learning enquiry. 

Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

photographs as 
illustrations. 

Week 21:  
6 - 10 Feb 
followed by 
half term 

Abstraction 
 
Obstructed Views 
 
One feature of Saul Leiter's photographs is that he often includes an obstruction 
through or beyond which a view appears.  
 

● Using a piece of coloured card, students carefully cut various shapes 
(apertures) into it.  

● They experiment with holding the card up close to the camera lens so that 
it partially obscures the view and focusing on either the distance or the 
card itself.  

● Students try various compositions.  
● They create a new Gallery of these images and evaluate them. They may 

wish to compare and contrast one or more of their images with those of 
Saul Leiter. 

 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 
photographs as 
illustrations. 

 



Students may decide to use Post It notes on windows or coloured tape on perspex 
to create other kinds of obstructions. 
 
Note: Teacher may need to demo how to selectively focus the Canon Bridge 
cameras and alter the aperture settings to achieve a shallow depth of field. 
 

 
 

* Hand out trip letters and discuss plan/expectations/opportunities. 
 

Week 22:  
20 Feb - 24 
Feb 

Abstraction 
 
Further research 
 
Students research the work of other artists/photographers whose approach is 
similar to that of Saul Leiter. Choose one or more of the following themes/ideas: 

● No focus/out of focus - Uta Barth, Bill Armstrong, Ralph Eugene 
Meatyard, Hiroshi Sugimoto 

● Unusual framing choices - John Batho, Cristina Coral, Guy Bourdin 
● Obscured and disrupted views - John Batho,  Ray Metzker, Akihiko 

Miyoshi 
● Expressive colour - Ernst Haas, Mitch Epstein, William Eggleston, 

Paul Graham 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 
photographs as 
illustrations. 

 

http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/uta-barth-2678
http://www.billarmstrongphotography.com/
https://fraenkelgallery.com/portfolios/no-focus
https://fraenkelgallery.com/portfolios/no-focus
http://www.sugimotohiroshi.com/architecture.html
http://www.johnbatho.com/galerie.php?galerie_id=4&page_id=1
http://www.cristinacoral.it/The-other-part-of-me
http://www.michaelhoppengallery.com/artists/30-guy-bourdin/overview/#/artworks/9408
http://www.johnbatho.com/galerie.php?galerie_id=16&page_id=1
http://www.laurencemillergallery.com/exhibitions/ray-k-metzker2
http://lenscratch.com/2013/08/akihiko-miyoshi-abstract-photographs/
http://lenscratch.com/2013/08/akihiko-miyoshi-abstract-photographs/
http://121clicks.com/inspirations/ernst-haas-inspiration-from-masters-of-photography
http://mitchepstein.net/the-city
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/art/features/genius-in-colour-why-william-eggleston-is-the-world-s-greatest-photographer-8577202.html
http://www.paulgrahamarchive.com/endofanage.html


Students continue to respond to the work of Saul Leiter and these other 
photographers. 
 

Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 23:  
27 Feb - 3 
Mar 

Abstraction 
 

● Students continue to develop responses to Abstraction focused on Formal 
Elements, Depth of Field/Focus and Framing/Composition. 

● Final outcomes are selected and mounted for display. 
● Final evaluations are written up on websites. 

 
* Inform students about trip details and collect in remaining letters. 

 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 
photographs as 
illustrations. 

 

Week 24:  
6 - 10 
March 

Abstraction 
 

● Students continue to develop responses to Abstraction focused on Formal 
Elements, Depth of Field/Focus and Framing/Composition. 

● Final outcomes are selected and mounted for display. 
● Final evaluations are written up on websites. 

 
Trip to Photographers’ Gallery (or similar). 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 
photographs as 
illustrations. 

 



Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 25:  
13 - 17 
March 

Abstraction 
 

● Students document trip to gallery and begin to edit and select images for 
final outcome. 

● Students continue to develop responses to Abstraction focused on Formal 
Elements, Depth of Field/Focus and Framing/Composition. 

● Final outcomes are selected and mounted for display. 
● Final evaluations are written up on websites. 

 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 
photographs as 
illustrations. 

 

Week 26:  
20 - 24 
March 
 

Abstraction 
 

● Students resolve responses to Abstraction. 
● Final outcomes are selected and mounted for display. 
● Final evaluations are written up on websites. 

 
Final reminder about Extended learning enquiries. 
 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 
photographs as 
illustrations. 

 



Week 27:  
27 - 31 Mar  
followed by 
Easter  

Abstraction 
 

● Students resolve responses to Abstraction. 
● Final outcomes are selected and mounted for display. 
● Final evaluations are written up on websites. 

 
Extended learning enquiry booklets are collected in, photographed and 
documented on websites. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Design a Formal 
Elements in 
Photography booklet 
featuring your own 
photographs as 
illustrations. 

 

Week 28:  
18 - 21 
April 

Personal Project Choice 
 
Example stimulus from 2016 
Example student project responses can be found in the Portfolios archived on the 
GCSE website. 
 
E.g. Fragments, Openings, Natural World etc.  
Titles and Resources are shared on Tallis GCSE website. Students begin to 
develop their responses: 

● New page created 
● Introduction explaining project choice 
● General research - Pinterest board, mind map etc. 
● Initial key artist research plus detailed analysis of one image 
● First photo shoot and evaluation 
● ...etc. 

 
This personal project will be the final C/W project of Unit 1. The purpose is to 
assess students’ abilities to respond to each of the assessment objectives 
through: 

1. Generating good ideas based on strategic research and sustaining an 
investigation 

2. Developing and refining work and selected materials, processes and 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Creatively document a 
visit to see 
photographs in a 
gallery or museum.  
 

 

http://tallisgcsephotography.weebly.com/end-of-year-10-project-choice-2016.html


techniques appropriate to intentions 
3. Document their learning imaginatively 
4. Produce personal and meaningful outcomes that are intelligently 

evaluated 
 
The project will run for the Summer and Autumn terms of Year 10/11. 
 

 
 

Explain Extended learning enquiry documents of exhibitions project. 

Week 29:  
24 - 28 
April  

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students develop responses to their personal project. 
 
Reminder about Extended learning enquiry documents of exhibitions. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Creatively document a 
visit to see 
photographs in a 
gallery or museum.  

 



Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 30:  
1 - 5 May 

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students develop responses to their personal project. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Creatively document a 
visit to see 
photographs in a 
gallery or museum.  

 

Week 31:  
8 - 12 May  

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students develop responses to their personal project. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Creatively document a 
visit to see 
photographs in a 
gallery or museum.  

 



Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 32:  
15 - 19 May 
GCSE/A 
level Exams  
 

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students develop responses to their personal project. They begin to consider more 
conceptual approaches and the significance of display and context. 
E.g. They could begin to use the resources linked to the Threshold Concepts and 
explore the work of artists who use photography (Sophie Calle, Jeff Wall, John 
Baldessari etc.) 
 

 
 

Ensure Extended learning enquiry documents of exhibitions visited are 
complete. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Creatively document a 
visit to see 
photographs in a 
gallery or museum.  

 

Week 33:  
22 - 26 May 
GCSE/A 
level Exams 
followed by 
half term 

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students continue to develop responses to their personal project. 
 
Explain Extended learning enquiry exhibitions project. Share examples and 
discuss opportunities.  

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Creatively document a 
visit to see 
photographs in a 
gallery or museum.  

 

http://www.photopedagogy.com/threshold-concepts.html


Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 34:  
5 - 9 June 
GCSE/A 
level Exams 

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students continue to develop responses to their personal project. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Create a site specific 
exhibition of your work 
in a domestic or public 
place. Design a poster 
to advertise the 
exhibition. Invite an 
audience and 
document the 
opening. 

 

Week 35:  
12 - 16 
June 
GCSE/A 
level Exams 

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students continue to develop responses to their personal project. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Create a site specific 
exhibition of your work 
in a domestic or public 
place. Design a poster 
to advertise the 
exhibition. Invite an 
audience and 
document the 
opening. 

 



Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 36:  
19 - 23 
June 
GCSE/A 
level Exams 
 

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students continue to develop responses to their personal project. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Create a site specific 
exhibition of your work 
in a domestic or public 
place. Design a poster 
to advertise the 
exhibition. Invite an 
audience and 
document the 
opening. 

 

Week 37:  
26 - 30 
June  

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students continue to develop responses to their personal project. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Create a site specific 
exhibition of your work 
in a domestic or public 
place. Design a poster 
to advertise the 
exhibition. Invite an 
audience and 
document the 
opening. 

 



Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 38:  
3 - 7 July 

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students continue to develop responses to their personal project and produce a 
first final outcome. 
 
Controlled assessment (10 hours) 
 
Reminder about Extended learning enquiry exhibitions. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Create a site specific 
exhibition of your work 
in a domestic or public 
place. Design a poster 
to advertise the 
exhibition. Invite an 
audience and 
document the 
opening. 

 

Week 39: 
10 - 14 
July. 

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students continue to develop responses to their personal project and produce a 
first final outcome. Work is suitably displayed for exhibition. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Create a site specific 
exhibition of your 
work in a domestic 
or public place. 
Design a poster to 
advertise the 
exhibition. Invite an 
audience and 
document the 
opening. 

 



Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Week 40: 
17 - 21 
July 

Personal Project Choice 
 
Students continue to develop responses to their personal project and produce a 
first final outcome. Work is suitably displayed for exhibition. 
 
Ensure that Extended learning enquiry exhibitions have taken place and been 
been properly documented. 

Inquisitive: 
Wondering and questioning 
Exploring and investigating 
Challenging assumptions 
Collaborative: 
Co-operating appropriately 
Giving and receiving feedback 
Sharing the product 
Persistent: 
Sticking with difficulty 
Daring to be different 
Tolerating uncertainty 
Disciplined: 
Crafting and improving 
Reflecting critically 
Developing techniques 
Imaginative: 
Using intuition 
Making connections 
Playing with possibilities 

Extended learning 
enquiry:  
Create a site specific 
exhibition of your 
work in a domestic 
or public place. 
Design a poster to 
advertise the 
exhibition. Invite an 
audience and 
document the 
opening. 

 

 


